Dull likely to interfere with the traffic. Instead of arches some-Iridges thing could be done to transform the unprepossessing rail-decorated way bridges across Ludgate Hill and the Embankment. To this proposal the City representative agreed. The time was short, but a group of students from the Royal College, working late into the night, produced a brilliant baroque affair for the Ludgate Hill bridge; while the Slade School students, on their part, prepared gay decorations for the bridge across the Embankment. The designs, painted on three-ply wood, skilfully pieced together on the sides of each bridge, gave the effect of triumphal arches, and addei something fresh and entertaining to the general decorations, Alas for the fabled generosity of the City of London! Nothing was asked (shame on my head) to compensate the College students for their work, yet I found some difficulty in getting the mere expenses, which came to no more than £40, passed by the City Surveyor. The Jubilee itself was a moving success. The day was bright and cloudless. We saw the procession from the Athenaeum, perfectly ordered, impressive, but not vainglorious, pass between the vast crowds, packed close together.
Dr Thomas Jones, who had now left the Cabinet Secretariat to become secretary to the Pilgrim Trust, standing by me to watch the procession, and moved by the genuine feeling of the crowds along the route, remarked how well the English monarchy suited the English people. When all was over, the crowds, so immobile during the long hours of waiting, melted away, leaving on the streets a white crop of paper.
During this year the methods of training at the Royal College of Art were severely criticized in the Journal of the Design and Industries Association. The policy of the College, it was objected, was to train artists rather than designers for industry. The attack was pressed home by Frank Pick in a minute to the Board of Education, demanding a change of policy in the direction of the College. I had always held the view that the business of the College was to 234

